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In the Classroom (Vulture), 2010, ink and acrylic on paper, 100x70
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150x100 ,71 7V 1MW ,2007 , 727172 N¥11{7

Football Team, 2007, oil on canvas,150x100
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110x80 1'™1 7V {7'77{7X1 1T DIW™M ,2009 ,™10D1

At the Library, 2009, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 110x80

100x70 O™1 7V 7'77{7X1 1T DIW™ ,2010 ,0™ 1Y 7V 11N

Donkey with two Legs, 2010, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 100x70
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155x240 ,T1 7V JAW ,2005 ,1 IIINX ATIVD

Last Supper 1, 2005, oil on canvas, 155x240

60x70 ,71 7V 1NY ,2004 ,1 "TIY 71D
Field Trip 1, 2004, oil on canvas, 60x70
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160x210 ,11 7V |NW VYINT 7'77{7X ,1'T DIW™ ,2009 ,2 TINX TIVD

Last Supper 2, 2009, ink drawing, acrylic and oil paint on paper, 160x210

140x180 ,71 7V |N¥ ,2005 ,2 "TIY 71D

Field Trip 2, 2005, oil on canvas, 140x180
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100x70 Q™17 7'77{7X1 1T DI, 2011 7D

The Teacher, 2011, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 100x70

70x100 11 7V {7'7"{7X1 1°T,]110" ,2009 ,4 fIINX ATIVD

Last Supper 4, 2009, pencil, ink and acrylic on paper, 70x100
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160x150 ,T1 7V JAW VIXI j7'77X 1"T DIWM ;2011 , 710N OV MY 710 D17°¥

Yearbook Photo with a Donkey, 2011, ink drawing, acrylic and oil paint on canvas, 160x150

112x100,71 7V 1NV ,2010 ,i1™AD1
At the Library, 2010, oil on canvas, 112x100
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100x70 ™1 7V “TX7171 7*7M7X 17T DM, 2011 , 1IN0

The Teacher, 2011, ink drawing, acrylic and collage on paper, 100x70

100x70 O™ 7V 7'77{7X1 1T D™ ,2010 ,0"100 XW11 10N

An Ass Loaded with Books, 2010, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 100x70
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TNX 72 50x70 , T2 7V "TX7171 {7'777X 17T DIW™M 2011 ,(112'0AT) 07271 D"™AD 111

Candles, Books and Flags (Diptych), 2011, ink drawing, acrylic and collage on canvas, 50x70 each
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120x152 "1 7Y TNDATI 777X 1T D1WM 2011 ]I TR

Accordion, 2011, ink drawing, acrylic and prints on paper, 120x152

160x150 ,T1 7V TDATA AW VIX ,j7'77X ,1"T D1W™M ,2011 717*7N

Recorders, 2011, ink drawing, acrylic, oil paint and prints on canvas, 160x150
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80x110 11 7V {7'7"7X1 1"T DIW™ 2010 ,71917

Lifting, 2010, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 80x110

100x70 ™1 7V 771N 7'717X1 17T D1W™M 2011 ,7¥1 W 17

Singing Boy and His Shadow, 2011, ink drawing and diluted acrylic on paper, 100x70
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120x90 ,T1 7V 1AW YIX1 7*7Mj7X ,2009 ,(177{70i) 11¥IN 1111

We'll Build Our Country (The Choir), 2009, acrylic and oil paint on canvas, 120x90
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100x70 ,0™1 7V j7Y7"{7X1 1"T DIW™M ,2010 ,(11IN1:1) N1 1171

In the Heart, Within (The Anthem), 2010, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 100x70

150110 ,71 7V {7*7{7X1 1"T D1¥™M ,2011 ,1 M7V 127

Follow Me 1, 2011, ink drawing and acrylic on canvas, 150x110
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70x50 , 717V DM'A1 j7"7"7X 17T DIW™ ,2011 ,3 "'M2j7v1 D7

Follow Me 3, 2011, ink drawing, acrylic and chalk on canvas, 70x50

150x160 ,T1 7V TNDOT i7'77X ,1"T DIW™M ,2011 ,]112' O

Memorial Day, 2011, ink drawing, acrylic and prints on canvas, 150x160
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100%80 ,1™1 7V {7'7"Mj7X1 1"T DIW™M ,2011 ,4 ""T13;7V1 1D7

Follow Me 4, 2011, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 100x80
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100x70 217V D1 {7*7M7X ,1'T D1Y™M 2010 ,(j709:) D*T7* 7Nwn

Children Games (break), 2010, ink drawing, acrylic and chalk on paper, 100x70
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80x110 ™17V 7'7"{7X1 1T D1W™ ,2011 ,(21N7) D*T7* 7TNwNn

Children's Games (street), 2011, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 80x110

160x200 ,1™1 7V {7Y717X1 1"T D1Y™M ,2011 (120 1N'1 1™11) 077" "‘7nwn

Children's Games (school building), 2011, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 160x200
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100x70 O™17V 7'7{7X1 1T DIW™M ,2009 ,ATIT

Swing, 2009, ink drawing and acrylic on paper, 100x70

100x70 ™17V [7"777X1 1102 ,1"T D1W™ ,2009 XN

Angel, 2009, ink drawing, pencil and acrylic on paper, 100x70
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70x100 ,1"1 7V "DTII'D DNAT 777X 1T D1W™ ,2010 ,T7*1 71710

Teacher and Child, 2010, ink drawing, acrylic and synthetic charcoal on paper, 70x100
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<< 71-64

(50—20) DINYN D132 ,TIMYWYT YIAX1 717,011 20N 2011 ,(713X1) N1Inaa nw
The National Anthem (Installation), 2011, clay, gypsum, glue and industrial paint
Varied heights (20-50)

64



67

66



69

68



G Ty g ih ]




73

17N N1'TNX11y7 71217V n

IRAT AT :TNXIX DY Y127, TITA IR /017w —

T 70 TNXIX 1K 77 ,Y13Y70 0M72 7100 0 -

717 1IN XX 07w ,17 7T 17N ,"w1j71 i7'20n" —

(N70§7) MDY 12 AR TARY TV :DMYIX 19N ,1237 712 AM72,"0M1an" -

(M7V§7) 1DIN AN :NXIX 2R 777, 71017 71M72 ,"7Tyn 727 —

(M70§7) MR NIQT :TNXIX 77X ,XRD™ M7, w01 nawn”’ —

1R 771, 1MIWOY TININXT T Mo vay” —

ATD7ATT TN TINXIXR 2R 77 ,7X7X1 0M72 " T'MNawn noinn' —
XIN7X 771710 70 ' M

TDXD VRN AT 70 DMINIX  JIMIWIY TININRYT 07713 IXTIN ,"0'7100M1" —
(n7v47)

2001
2004
2008
2009

2010

2011

D™ nA11'1 DYI1TY

1939 ,12'N NT'7*
111 1719 7NN TIT1V1 TN

1'IX 77 701M7 W'V 1177200 NN — 1963-1959

1"MIN,AINXARTX D121'NN11 1D'011IRD TN *TIN'7 — 1980-1977
1IX 771 ,112X W'Y NNINXY7 07111 0'TIN'7 — 1985-1982

MW 1N L JNINKYT WATN1 0NN — 1987-1984

mi7N11 7T'Nnt* 1121y n

(N'70§7) 1M7 77 XX, ANFZITNTIA 037 T IRTIN 70N — 1991
IXRAT ANTA :TNXIX DY Y117 TIT1 IXTIN,"D'NY7 YIax 1'17 — 2000
D17¥ 11 TIIDX1 DINY "TIX :TNXIX 1320 NY3a2 0177 1M720 010 127 — 2001
(N'70§7) AT 7L TR ATIAX 77T ,Y12740 11172 ,"1190D 7V 1170 — 2003
(N70§7) 1N710 7N :NXIX ,1'AX 711 TIWN AM71,"11M71 anmAa" - 2004
N7 X110 7RIT ANIXR ,1AXR 771,077 M7, VTN — 2005

X117 7' 1N 7YX, DY7W1 00070 D1 ,"N177 DY —
(N70§7) 1ND'A AR TNXIX VY TR M720 " 77710 XX 07— 2006
NTIMY7 XIND 7XIT XX 2TIX 777, 0MINAKA 71,7 7100 71100 71IXy7 17117 — 2007
1'IX 771 ,JRADIX 1210 1M72 1701 1¥'N "2 IYTj7n" — 2008
X127 M7 NN TNXIX 1,718 7V 71M72 "INy vy — 2009

1'IX 77 ,JNDIX 1210 1M72 1701 2x'N "Ignn” —
IXI7X 771019 70 17T :TNXIR ,2'AXR 771 ,JN0IX 71310 71M73 " NnnY” — 2010
1711712 VAT :TNXIXR,]TVAD ,AWTNA DIAXRG J1™M7 1M73,"Nan M —
(M70§7) NN 7L NIX DY, DUINKA 7,100 DY TN 70T — 2011

72



75

Biographical Notes

Born in Haifa Israel, 1939
Lives and works at Ramat-Poleg, Netanya

1959-1963 - Levinsky College, Tel-Aviv

1977-1980 — The Birmingham Alabama University, USA
1982-1985 — Avni Art College, Tel-Aviv

1984-1987 — The Midrasha College, Ramat Hasharon

Selected Solo Exhibitions

1991

2000

2001

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008
2009

2010

2011

"Process," Yad-Lebanim Museum, Petach Tikva, curator: Dalia Levin (catalogue)
"Between Heaven and Earth," Bar-David Museum, Kibbutz Baram
"Hana's Kindergarten," Shalom Gallery, Givat Haviva, curators: Etty Amram
and Osnat Ben Shalom

"Saleinu Al Ktefenu," Hakibbutz Art Gallery, Tel Aviv, curator: Tali Tamir,
(Catalogue)

"Prima Ballerina," Office in TA Gallery, (catalogue), curator:

Rachel Sukman

"Sacred," Aykis Gallery, Tel Aviv

"Eyes to the Blackboard," International Congress Center, Jerusalem,
curator: Monika Lavi
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mind - persecuting her to the extent of an obsessive fixation with the site
of teaching and education, who's every law and decree she adhered to in
her many years as one of its loyal soldiers.

Atlas Bed-David's surprising oil paintings and ink sketches deal
with a space lacking in glamour and devoid of exoticism, which suffers
from exceedingly poor public relations. Never has art considered "high"
dealt with elementary school students, with rows of desks, schoolbags
and notebooks, board and chalk, nor with the characters of teacher
and principal. The subject was never considered particularly exciting
in public discourse. But the world of children, led by the teacher and
principal, is reflected in Atlas Ben-David's painting in an alarming,
thought provoking manner, to an extent which demands special
attention. Like the American photographer Diane Arbus, Atlas Ben-
David is gifted with an acute sensitivity to the odd and eccentric, and
an ability to identify awkward body language, indicating embarrassment
and lack of confidence. Occasions usually seen as jovial and graceful,
such as the hoisting of the fruit baskets at Shavuot, or the candle dance at
Hanukah, have been turned, under Atlas Ben-David's gaze, into clumsy,
docile, cumbersome, events, bordering at times on the grotesque.
Instead of students taking full part in the ceremony and identifying
with what's taking place, the students in Atlas Ben-Davids' paintings —
sort of a mix between the hallucinated figures of Bruno Schultz and
the students in Tadeusz Kantor's "Dead Classroom" (1975) — seem
disjointed and dumbfounded, compulsively moving in rows, never quite
comprehending why they're doing what they're doing.

From the place she's in today, Atlas Ben-David recognizes through
the group of students her own uncertainties: she sees the power of
banality, the tyranny of dictated routine. She recognizes the power of
obedience and the horror of ignorance, and recalls the hierarchy of the
classroom, the need to control, to impose discipline. She recalls the

poems she taught, the words she memorized, the long nights spent in her

home making candle covered crowns, so that another group of children
will get to banish the dark, as befits young Israeli citizens. Hedva Atlas
Ben-David inquires not only into the private transformation which took
her away from the blackboard, but also about the blind demands of the
education system, which takes no notice of the feeling of strangeness,

embarrassment or other pitfalls.
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Group Portrait with Naked Teacher

Tali Tamir

Hedva Atlas Ben-David feels as if she went through a metamorphosis:
in the middle of her life, at age 33, she transformed from the respectable
figure of a schoolteacher, representing for her students an educational
world of canonic values, patriotism and proper etiquette, to the
provocative character of an artist, immersed in herself and her fantasies.
She portrays this transformation as a personal confession, embodied by
the act of stripping and nakedness. The teacher poised near a group of
her students, during a lesson, a field trip or football practice, stark naked;
or sitting at her desk, bear-breasted, stretching her arms sideways as if
saying: this is me, the teacher. Accept me as I am.

Painting overtook her from the moment she accidentally came across
it, with no prior preparation, no concept of what's at play. It was a sort
of revelation, a pursuit that conquered her and overthrew the familiar
world in which she was raised and educated at a teacher's seminary. But
even after she studied painting at several establishments, and became
a painter with her life centered firmly on art, she still couldn't break
away from her most loyal observers — her crowd of students, whose
presence — banal, naive, devoid of consciousness - she felt compelled to
face again, to commemorate.

Fifteen years of teaching elementary school at the heart of the Israeli
periphery — Tiberia, Jaffa, Ramat Gan and Netanya — have done their
share. Something of the experience of the lingering stay at school,

in the lower grades, continued to disturb Atlas Ben-David's peace of
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